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completed a fully qualified residency in psychiatry or an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) with 
specialized training in the provision of psychiatric care. 
 
PROCEDURES: 
 
I. Transfer Criteria: 

When, in the opinion of institutional or contract psychiatric providers, the local institutional mental health 
resources do not adequately meet a prisoner’s current mental health treatment needs, the prisoner may be 
administratively transferred to a more appropriate institution in accordance with established transfer 
protocols. Final approval lies with the Medical Advisory Committee. 

 
II. Transfers And Classification Hearings: 

In the case of a prisoner requiring a level of mental health treatment beyond that available in a DOC 
institution, the prisoner may be transferred to a mental health or psychiatric facility, as follows: 

 
A. In emergency cases which require a prisoner’s immediate transfer into a mental health or psychiatric 

facility for mental health observation or stabilization, the transfer is an interim emergency medical 
placement and does not require a classification hearing unless: 

 
1. The prisoner is not returned to the original institution within 20 days, in which case the prisoner must 

be provided a classification hearing in accordance with B, below within 30 days after the transfer; or 
 
2. A clinical diagnosis indicates the need for treatment in a mental health or psychiatric facility for more 

than 10 days, in which case the prisoner must be provided a classification hearing in accordance with 
B, below within 15 days after the diagnosis. 

 
B. A prisoner who has been transferred to a mental health or psychiatric facility under A., above and who 

requires a classification hearing, or a prisoner being considered for long-term transfer to a mental health 
or psychiatric facility inside or outside the State of Alaska for observation or treatment of a mental 
illness shall be provided a classification hearing, as follows: 

 
1. Notice of all the following rights at least 10 days before the classification hearing required under 

number 2, below; 
 
2. A tape recorded classification hearing in accordance with DOC P&P 700.01, Prisoner Classification; 
 
3. Disclosure, at the time of notice of the hearing, of the evidence being relied upon as the basis for the 

transfer; 
 
4. An opportunity to be heard in person, and to present testimony of witnesses and confront and cross-

examine witnesses, except upon findings of good cause for not permitting such presentation, 
confrontation, or cross-examination; 

 
5. An independent decision maker not involved in the recommended transfer, who may be an impartial 
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member of the institution’s staff, who shall preside over the hearing; 
 
6. A written statement by the decision maker as to the evidence relied upon and reasons for transferring 

the prisoner; 
 
7. Availability of legal counsel, if the prisoner is financially unable to furnish counsel, as permitted in 

accordance with AS 18.85; 
 
8. The right to appeal to the Deputy Commissioner for Operations a decision for transfer within five (5) 

working days following receipt of notice of decision in accordance with the appeal procedures set out 
in DOC P&P 700.01, Prisoner Classification; and 

 
9. For out-of-state transfers a stay of transfer until the appeal per number 8., above, has been decided. 

 
C. The psychiatric provider who determined that the prisoner is suffering from a mental illness for which 

treatment in a mental health or psychiatric facility is appropriate shall testify at the classification hearing 
in accordance with B., above. If the psychiatric provider that made the finding of mental illness is 
unavailable, another physician, psychologists or psychiatrist designated by the Health Care 
Administrator shall be substituted to testify at the classification hearing. 
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